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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

1972 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Belford  Rural  District  Council 
As  this  will  be  the  final  report  to  you,  and  in  1974  public  health  will  end 
a long  association  with  local  government,  it  seems  appropriate  and  of  interest 
to  recollect  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  over  the  years.  When  one  does 
look  back  one  is  left  with  an  impression  of  how  fast  time  passes  and  change 
takes  place  and  yet  also  how  slowly. 

The  oldest  available  report  by  a medical  officer  of  health  in  this  area 
is  that  for  Alnwick  in  1902.  No  doubt  it  was  representative  of  the  circumstances 
existing  in  North  Northumberland  at  that  time  and  it  is  largely  reprinted  in  the 
following  pages.  All  those  who  are  seventy-years-old,  and  there  are  many,  were 
born  into  the  conditions  depicted  in  the  report  and  they  either  experienced  them 
or,  as  was  the  habit  then,  were  protected  from  them  in  what  is  now  referred  to 
as  the  "golden"  Edwardian  era.  Public  health  was  very  much  involved  with  drains 
and  infectious  disease.  There  were  lodging  houses  for  tramps  and  overcrowding  - 
how  often  does  one  see  a tramp  let  alone  a female  tramp  in  Northumberland  in 
1972.  There  was  the  belief  that  infectious  diseases  were  largely  spread  from 
blocked  drains  as  much  as  by  personal  contact.  Scavenging  had  just  been  under- 
taken by  the  local  authority  and  there  was  a recent  Act  to  control  people's 
conditions  of  work. 

In  the  centre  of  the  town  there  were  stables,  byres  and  middens  with 
liquid  manure  seeping  into  houses.  The  open  offal  cart  wended  its  way  through 
unpaved  street^  water  was  often  coloured  ^nd  had  to  be  turned  off  on 

many  Water-borne  sewage  had  only  settling  tanks  for  treatment  while  in 

Mie  rural  areas  especially  earth  closets  were  the  rule  and  not  the  exception. 

There  was  an  infectious  disease  hospital  with  uncovered  access  to  toilets, 
inadequate  hot  water  supply  and  no  means  of  disinfection.  Presumably  the  female 
tramp  with  smallpox  was  admitted  there. 

There  is  an  unconscious  humour  in  the  report.  The  opening  address  of 
"Gentlemen"  could  not  possibly  envisage  women  members  serving  on  the  Council. 
There  is  the  suggestion  that  the  Councillors  would  be  more  relieved  to  be  spared 
the  cost  of  a smallpox  outbreak  than  they  would  be  to  escape  an  epidemic.  There 
was  the  assumption,  as  was  commonly  believed,  that  small  boys  would  suffer 
psychological  damage  as  a result  of  seeing  unpleasant  sights  in  the  slaughter- 
house and,  also,  that  the  town's  morals  would  deteriorate  if  the  water  supply 
was  cut  off. 

_ Both  the  birth  and  infant  mortality  rates  were  high  and  21  infants  out  of 
174  live  births  died  before  they  were  one  year  old.  Only  two  out  of  every  five 
people  lived  until  they  were  sixty.  There  were  18  deaths  from  tuberculosis  and 
these  occurred  in  people  aged  as  young  as  25  years.  The  incidence  in  1902  of 
other  killing  infectious  diseases  such  as  smallpox  and  diphtheria  was  probably 
low  compared  with  other  years. 

A public  mortuary  was  needed  both  because  dead  bodies  presumably  un- 
claimed were  found  lying  in  the  streets  and  because  there  was  no  alternative 
but  to  keep  decomposing  deceased  relatives  in  overcrowded  bedrooms. 

Many  houses  had  standpipes  for  water  and  gullies  for  slops.  Yards  and 
streets  were  largely  unpaved.  The  milk  supply,  a common  source  of  infection,  was 
untreated  and  badly  stored. 
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In  the  midst  of  these  conditions  it  was  only  possible  to  find  one  house 
which  was  unfit  for  habitation.  One  wonders  what  it  was  like. 

It  is  of  interest  to  compare  events  and  conditions  in  Alnwick  in  1902 
with  a population  of  about  6,000  with  those  in  rural  North  Northumberland  in 
1972  which  had  a population  of  85,000  (the  ten  authorities  from  Morpeth  west 
to  Rothbury  and  north  to  Berwick). 

In  these  ten  authorities  in  1972  there  were  two  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
one  person  aged  71  years  and  the  other  a recent  immigrant  from  abroad.  There 
were  only  nine  new  cases  mainly  in  older  people. 

Only  nineteen  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  occurred  in  nearly  one 
thousand  births  and  half  of  these  were  the  result  of  congenital  abnormalities 
incompatible  with  life.  There  was  one  death  each  from  food  poisoning  and 
meningitis  but  these  were  unusual  occurrences.  Diphtheria,  typhoid,  smallpox 
and  poliomyelitis  were  mainly  risks  through  importation  from  abroad. 

Most  of  the  area  had  mains  water  supply  apart  from  outlying  farms  and 
small  villages.  Sewage  treatment  had  only  been  provided  in  many  areas  in 
recent  years  but  the  remaining  centres  of  population  had  schemes  under  con- 
struction or  consideration. 

In  the  ten  years  1962/71  the  population  fell  by  4,000.  Nine  hundred  and 
twenty  unfit  houses  were  demolished  but  4,280  new  houses  were  built  which  meant 
that  fewer  people  were  living  in  more  and  better  housing. 

Of  the  deaths  in  1972  only  one  quarter  occurred  in  persons  who  were 
under  sixty  five  years  of  age. 

In  1972  lodging  houses  and  infectious  diseases  hospitals  were  no  longer 
local  necessities;  housing  had  improved  almost  beyond  recognition;  there  was  a 
mortuary  in  Alnwick;  slaughterhouses,  food  hygiene  and  milk  production  were 
controlled  by  legislation;  there  was  good  refuse  collection  and  disposal;  there 
was  control  of  conditions  of  work;  in  general  currently  acceptable  standards 
for  living  conditions  were  no  longer  comparable  with  1902. 

If  those  involved  with  environmental  conditions  in  1902  were  to  have 
returned  seventy  years  later  they  could  have  been  excused  for  thinking  that, 
in  the  lifetime  of  the  babies  born  in  their  year,  most  of  what  they  had  set 
out  to  do  had  been  achieved. 


Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


in  Alnwick  for  1902  are  printed  in  the  following  pages. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  other  Members  of  the 
Alnwick  Urban  District  Council 
1902 

GENTLEMEN, 

The  weather  during  the  year  1902  has  been  throughout  cold  and  wet,  and 
favourable  to  the  development  of  pulmonary  disease  and  rheumatism.  The  absence  of 
warm  weather  has  lessened  the  prevalence  of  diarrhoea  so  common  in  the  summer  time... 
It  is  a matter  of  congratulation  that  the  town  has  not  had  to  cope  with  an  epidemic 
of  Smallpox,  and  its  accompanying  expenses. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  small  rainfall  has  caused  the  water  supply  to  be  short  on  several 
occasions,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  shut  it  off  for  98  nights.  Pumping  has 
had  to  be  again  resorted  to  on  62  days. 

I cannot  do  better  than  preface  my  remarks  about  water  supply  than  by 
quoting  an  extract  from  a standard  work  on  Public  Health.  "Of  all  vital  requisites 
water  is  the  most  essential.  It  has  decided  in  large  measure  the  distribution  of 
man  over  the  globe,  and  at  the  present  day  in  sanitary  matters  its  consideration 
takes  precedence  over  all  other  questions.  A wholesome  and  liberal  supply  of  water 
is  essential  to  every  community,  not  only  for  alimental  use,  but  for  purposes  of 
personal  and  general  cleanliness,  trade  and  manufacture,  and  safety  against  fire. 
Deficiency  of  water  is  invariably  followed  by  ill-health,  and  a lowering  of  the 
moral  standard". 

Danger  of  Intermittent  Supply.  - Should  any  escape  of  foul  gas  occur  near 
the  hydrants  there  is  the  danger  of  its  being  sucked  into  the  mains  and  so  poll- 
uting the  supply.  There  is  another  and  greater  danger  to  be  contended  against, 
viz. , the  street  hydrants  become  full  of  filth  which  is  washed  into  them  from  time 
to  time...  thus  finding  its  way  into  the  pipes,  and  finally  into  domestic  supplies. 

If  this  happened  at  only  one  point  it  is  quite  enough  to  render  useless  the  care 
that  is  taken  in  collecting  and  purifying  water.  How  much  more  must  this  apply 
when  nearly  all  the  hydrants  are  affected...  After  wet  weather  the  supply  is  col- 
oured... This  colouration  evidently  comes  from  the  shallower  springs;  as  it  is 
from  two  to  three  days  after  a heavy  rain  that  we  begin  to  feel  the  benefit  of  an 
increased  supply,  combined  with  the  turbid  condition  which  leads  many  people  to 
think  that  they  are  drinking  Rugley  Burn. 

SEWAGE 

The  Canongate  Sewage  system  is  at  present  occupying  the  attention  of  the 
Council,  and  also  the  treatment  of  the  combined  sewage  at  the  Main  Sewage  Works. 

It  is  at  present  proposed  to  slightly  modify  these, to  make  them  into  open  septic 
tanks,  and  then  treat  the  combined  effluent  by  Aerobic  Filters. 

SCAVENGING 

Since  the  Council  has  taken  the  scavenging  into  its  own  hands  there  has 
been  a marked  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  town.  This  must  have  a bene- 
ficial effect  upon  the  Public  Health.  It  is,  however,  very  difficult  to  deal  with 
some  districts,  as  places  that  are  cleaned  in  the  morning  become  as  bad  as  ever 
before  night  owing  to  the  careless  and  filthy  habits  of  certain  portions  of  the 
community. 

DISPOSAL  OF  SLOPS 

The  careless  method  of  disposal  of  slops  in  some  of  the  crowded  parts  of  the 
town  has  given  rise  to  many  nuisances  in  the  past,  due  to  the  absorption  of 
putrescible  matter  into  the  soil  surrounding  the  sinks,  and  its  subsequent  de- 
composition in  warm  weather.  In  view  of  this,  I reported  to  the  Council  in  May  as 
to  the  benefit  that  would  accrue  from  cementing  the  surface  round  the  sinks  for  a 
distance  of  two  or  three  feet.  I find  from  the  Inspector's  report  that  many  have 
been  done. 


/cont 


4 


PAVING  OF  YARDS 

A great  number  of  the  yards  and  lanes  are  at  present  either  unpaved  or  at 
best  only  paved  with  cobble  stones.  In  some  of  these  there  are  dwelling  houses 
mixed  up  with  stables,  cowsheds  and  their  attendant  middens;  the  consequence 
being  that  the  rain  and  liquid  manure  penetrate  into  the  soil  and  foundations 
of  the  houses,  and  render  them  damp  and  unhealthy. 

HOUSE  ACCOMODATION 

The  house  accommodation  for  the  Working  Classes  still  leaves  much  to  be 
desired.  The  erection  of  workmen's  dwellings  behind  Clayport  is  slowly  progress- 
ing, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  be  finished  during  the  coming  season.  Many  more 
houses  are  required  in  the  town  before  overcrowding  can  be  thoroughly  dealt  with. 

LODGING  HOUSES 

The  erection  of  two  Lodging  Houses,  one  of  which  is  registered,  and  the 
other  I expect,  will  be  by  the  time  this  report  is  read,  will  relieve  the  town  of 
a good  deal  of  responsibility,  and  enable  the  authorities  to  do  away  with  the  un- 
licensed Lodging  Houses,  and  to  deal  with  the  worst  cases  of  overcrowding  that 
may  occur. 

HOUSES  CLOSED 

A house  in  the  Angel  Inn  Yard  has  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation, 
and  also  a room  in  the  Crown  Inn  Yard.  Both  have  been  closed. 

HOUSES  BUILT 

Only  about  seven  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  past  year,  or  are  in 
course  of  erection...  The  widening  of  the  footpath  on  Bondgate  Hill,  and  the 
making  of  a cart  track  hardly  come  under  the  heading  of  sanitary  improvements, 
though  undoubtedly  of  great  benefit  to  the  town. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

The  Slaughter  Houses  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  certain 
improvements  would  be  beneficial.  The  necessity  of  cleanliness  has  been  impressed 
upon  the  tenants,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  a great  step  has  been  made  in  this 
direction  although  there  is  still  room  for  improvement.  The  number  of  boys  who 
hang  about  the  slaughter  houses  are  a great  annoyance  to  the  tenants,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  bad  effect  such  sights  must  have  upon  them. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS 

The  attention  of  the  Council  is  specially  directed  to  the  Dairies  and 
Cowsheds.  In  many  cases  cows  are  kept  in  unsuitable  places,  the  air-space 
required  being  in  nearly  every  case  insufficient,  and  the  provision  for  the 
storage  of  milk  are  of  a most  meagre  description. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT 

This  Act  which  came  into  force  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  enables  the 
Council  to  deal  with  workshops  and  work  places  which  have  not  sufficient  air- 
space, nor  necessary  accommodation  for  employees;  and  which  are  not  kept  in  such 
a state  of  cleanliness  as  may  be  necessary. 


/contd 
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BAKEHOUSES 

The  bakehouses  have  received  special  attention,  and  were  found  clean;  and 
with  the  exception  of  one,  in  accordance  with  the  Act,  which  provides  that  on  and 
after  Jan.  1st,  1904 , no  underground  bakehouse  is  to  be  permitted  unless  special 
provision  for  ventilation  and  lighting  be  made. 

INFECTIOUS  HOSPITAL 

The  Infectious  Hospital  requires  certain  alterations  and  improvements  in 
view  of  the  climate  in  which  we  live.  The  present  open  way  from  the  wards  to  the 
Nurses'  room  and  w.c.'s  should  be  closed  in,  provision  made  for  an  adequate 
supply  of  hot  water,  and  an  efficient  disinfecting  apparatus  provided. 

PHTHISIS 

In  November  I reported  to  the  Council  as  to  the  infectious  nature  of 
Phthisis,  and  the  Council  gave  their  consent  for  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  to 
disinfect  any  room  where  a death  from  that  disease  had  occurred.  My  medical 
colleagues  in  the  town  have  promised  to  give  all  assistance  in  their  power  in 
the  voluntary  notification  of  such  cases. 

MORTUARY 

Perhaps  I might  here  mention  the  need  there  is  in  Alnwick  of  a properly 
constructed  Public  Mortuary,  not  only  for  the  disposal  of  any  dead  body  that  may 
be  found  and  await  a Coroner's  Inquest,  but  also  for  the  reception  of  the  dead 
before  interment.  There  are  many  families  living  in  one  or  two  rooms  among  whom 
the  practice  of  keeping  a dead  body  in  the  house  for  a considerable  time  before 
burial  is  the  rule  and  not  the  exception.  I may  point  out  that  there  is  a certain 
danger  to  Public  Health  in  retaining  a corpse  in  a crowded  house  until  putrefaction 
commences.  This  danger  becomes  more  apparent  when  the  death  happens  to  have  taken 
place  from  an  infectious  disease.  I am  quite  aware  of  the  prejudices,  and  oppo- 
sition, there  would  be  to  the  removal  of  the  dead  from  the  home  to  the  mortuary 
on  the  part  of  the  very  class  of  people  who  would  benefit  most  by  such  an  est- 
ablishment, but  still  I consider  it  my  duty  in  the  interest  of  public  health  to 
mention  the  need  there  is  for  some  provision  of  this  kind. 

DEATHS 

During  the  year  there  have  been  113  deaths,  19  of  which  occurred  in  the 
public  institutions  in  the  town.  Of  these,  44  were  over  the  age  of  60  and  21 
under  1 year  of  age. 

DEATH  RATE 

The  annual  death-rate  is  16.82  per  1000.  Although  the  death  rate  is  higher 
than  last  year  it  is  3«3  below  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years. 


The  causes  of  death  as  tabulated  are  as  follows :- 


Diarrhoea 

. . 1 

Diseases  and  Accidents) 

Phthisis 

..  10 

of  Parturition  ) 

..  1 

Tubercular  Diseases 

..  8 

Heart  Disease 

..  13 

Cancer 

9 

Accidents 

• • 5 

Bronchitis 

..  9 

Brain  Diseases 

. . 6 

Pneumonia 

..  9 

Urinary  System 

..  8 

Alcoholism 

. . 2 

Digestive  System 

..  11 

Premature  Birth 

. . 1 

All  other  causes 

..  20 

Total  113 


/contd 
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All  the  deaths  from  Phthisis  occurred  in  persons  between  the  ages  of  25 
and  60.  The  Phthisis  death-rate  compares  favourably  with  that  of  last  year... 
The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  1 year  (21)  is  higher  than 
last  year,  but  still  3*7  below  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years. 

BIRTHS 

registered  during  the  year  numbered  17^  - 8l  males  and  93  females,  giving  a 
birth-rate  of  25*9  per  1000.  The  birth-rate  is  below  the  average  of  the  last 
10  years,  the  average  rate  being  27*6. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

There  have  been  during  the  year  22  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified, 
as  follows 


Smallpox  1 Erysipelas  3 

Diphtheria  1 Scarlet  Fever  17 

none  of  these  fortunately  ended  fatally. 

The  case  of  Smallpox  was  of  a modified  type,  and  occurred  in  a tramp 
admitted  to  the  Workhouse.  It  fortunately  did  not  spread,  although  we  had  reason 
to  believe  that  the  woman  had  been  into  the  town  before  admission  to  the  House. 
No  cause  could  be  assigned  for  the  case  of  Diphtheria,  but  as  one  or  two  other 
cases  had  previously  occurred  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  attention  was 
directed  to  the  gully  traps  in  the  street...  In  most  cases  of  Scarlatina  not 
traceable  to  outside  infection  the  drains  have  been  examined,  and  in  several 
cases  have  been  found  to  be  at  fault. 


The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  1902  reports  under  the  following 
headings : - 

Total  number  of  nuisances  abated 

Number  of  water  closets  repaired 

Number  limewashed,  cleansed 

New  syphonic  cisterns  in  place  of  old  ones 

Pan  closets  taken  out  and  replaced  by  pedestals 

Drains  ©pened  and  cleansed  from  obstruction 

Drains  relaid,  repaired  or  otherwise  improved 

Drains  trapped  by  gully  traps 

Drains  flushed  with  hosepipe 

Drains  smoke  tested 

Rooms  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  disease 
Miscellaneous  nuisances  arising  from  various  causes 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  1972 

Vital  Statistics  The  estimated  mid-year  population  in  the  District  was  4,600 
persons.  This  was  an  increase  of  10  over  the  number  enumerated  at  the  1971 
Census  and  is  unexpected  in  view  of  the  depopulation  in  recent  years  and 
because,  in  addition,  there  were  4-3  more  deaths  during  the  year  than  births. 

There  were  only  4l  births  in  1972  and  the  crude  birth  rate,  8.9  per 
thousand  population  is  the  loivest  rate  recorded.  The  comparability  factor 
was  1 . 1 6 and  the  adjusted  birth  rate  10.3  per  thousand  which  was  well  below 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ( 1 4 . 8 per  thousand).  As  would  have  been  ex- 
pected there  were  more  male  than  female  births. 

Eighty  four  deaths  occurred  in  the  District  during  the  year  which  was 
very  similar  to  the  number  in  the  previous  year.  Thirty  eight  were  males  and 
forty  six  females.  The  crude  death  rate  was  18.3  per  thousand  population  com- 
pared with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  12.1  per  thousand.  The  local  ad- 
justed rate  was  13»5  per  thousand  which  is  indicative  of  an  old  population. 
There  was  one  infant  death  due  to  congenital  anomalies  and  only  one  other 
death  under  forty  five  years  of  age.  A high  proportion,  8593  of  deaths  were 
aged  65  years  or  older.  As  would  have  been  expected  with  the  population  age 
structure  deaths  due  to  heart  and  cerebrovascular  disease  (63 %)  were  higher 
than  for  England  and  Wales.  Deaths  from  malignant  neoplasms  constituted  19% 
slightly  below  the  national  incidence.  There  was  one  accidental  death  and 
none  due  to  motor  vehicle  accidents. 

Immunisation  The  table  shows  the  number  of  infants  given  primary  courses  of 
immunisation  in  the  area  during  the  year.  This  indicates  a satisfactory  high 
level  of  acceptance.  Provided  that  there  is  a high  herd  immunity  infectious 
diseases  have  very  limited  spread.  Rubella  vaccinations  of  adolescent  girls 
were  higher  than  in  1971  as  also  were  measles  vaccinations  of  one-year-old 
infants. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notifications  were  very  few  in  number  and  these  seem  to 


diminish  each  year.  The  commonest  illness,  measles,  is  now  becoming  less 
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frequent  as  a result  of  vaccination  and  there  were  only  six  cases  notified. 
No  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  occurred  and  there  were  no  deaths  from 
this  cause.  One  case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  notified  in  a middle- 
aged  man. 

Information  was  received  from  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  con- 
cerning two  salmonella  infections  amongst  live-stock.  There  were  no 
associated  human  infections. 


Ian  G.P.  Fraser 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  area  of  the  district  was  39i797  acres. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  2,3^3  and 
the  number  of  new  houses  completed  during 
the  year  was  27* 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  was  4,600 
and  this  figure  was  taken  when  calculating 
the  birth  and  death  rate. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Males 

i Females  Total 

Legitimate 

23 

15 

38 

Illegitimate 

— 

3 

3 

Totals  23 

~TS 

“4T 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of 

the  population 

8.9 

Crude  Birth  Rate  multiplied  by  Comparability  Factor  (1. 

16) 

10.3 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

7 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

- 

- 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births 

— 

Total  live  and  still  births 

4i 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one 

year) 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  1 

- 

~T~ 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

total  live  births 

24 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 

,000  legitimate  live  births 

26 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births 

- 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  1 

— 

~ 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 


Deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births 


24 
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Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined 

per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births  24 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births 

Deaths  38  46  84 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  18.3 

Crude  Death  Rate  multiplied  by  Comparability  Factor  (0.74)  13*5 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Malignant  Neoplasm  - Oesophagus 

Males 

1 

Females 

1 

Total 

2 

M " Stomach 

- 

2 

2 

M " - Intestine 

1 

- 

1 

" " - Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

- 

3 

M " - Breast 

- 

1 

1 

M " - Uterus 

- 

2 

2 

" M - Prostate 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

- 

4 

4 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

- 

1 

1 

Mental  Disorders 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

1 

1 

2 

Hypertensive  Disease 

- 

1 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

10 

10 

20 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

1 

5 

6 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

13 

9 

22 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

1 

3 

4 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

6 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

- 

1 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies 

1 

- 

1 

All  Other  Accidents 

1 

- 

1 

38 

46 

84 
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POPULATION,  BIRTH  RATE  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY 

1921  - 1972 


i Year 

Population 

Crude 

Birth  Rate 

Number  of 
Infant  Deaths 

1 Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

1921 

4,940 

16.2 

6 

75.0 

1931 

4,433 

14.4 

5 

78.0 

1932 

4,521 

13.5 

5 

82.0 

1933 

4,438 

12.6 

2 

35.7 

1934 

4,493 

18.0 

2 

24.7 

1935 

4,555 

13.8 

4 

63.5 

1936 

4,647 

16.5 

5 

64.9 

1937 

4,675 

16.7 

4 

51.0 

1938 

4,764 

17.4 

6 

72.3 

1939 

5,127 

11.4 

4 

71.0 

19^0 

5,265 

12.7 

3 

44.7 

1941 

5,379 

14.7 

6 

76.0 

1942 

5,279 

19.3 

4 

39.2 

1943 

Report  missing 

- 

- 

- 

19^4 

4,972 

- 

- 

- 

1945 

4,703 

16.4 

- 

- 

1946 

4,884 

20.6 

6 

59.4 

1947 

4,906 

21.8 

4 

37.3 

1948 

4,904 

15.2 

1 

13.3 

1949 

4,940 

15.4 

3 

39.5 

1950 

5,099 

16.2 

3 

36.0 

1951 

5,155 

14.7 

1 

13.0 

1952 

1953 

5,022 

5,065 

15.7 

12.5 

1 

1 

12.6 

15.6 

1954 

5,030 

l4.0 

- 

- 

1955 

5,030 

13.5 

3 

44.0 

1956 

5,030 

11.1 

2 

35.0 

1957 

5,030 

13-1 

3 

45.0 

1958 

5,010 

13.6 

1 

14.7 

1959 

5,040 

16.5 

2 

24.1 

i960 

5,050 

15.0 

- 

— 

1961 

4,800 

15.0 

1 

13.9 

1962 

4,790 

12.1 

2 

34.5 

1963 

4,780 

14.2 

1 

14.7 

1964 

4,780 

11.3 

1 

18.5 

1965 

4,820 

13.1 

_ 

1966 

4,820 

11.2 

1 

18.5 

1967 

4,820 

15.0 

2 

33.0 

1968 

5,100 

11.4 

1 

17.2 

1969 

5,120 

11.3 

1 

17.0 

1970 

5,240 

10.7 

1 

18.0 

1971 

4,590 

10.7 

1 

20.0 

1972 

4,600 

8.9 

1 

24.0 

1 

12 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Measles  6 

Tuberculosis  1 


TUBERCULOSIS 


1 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Groups 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

0-15 

15-25 

25-^5 

45-65 

65+ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Totals 

- 

1 

- 

_ 
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IMMUNISATION 


Berwick  M.B. , Belford  R»D,t  Glendale  R.D.,  Norham  & Islandshires  R.D, 


(Population  25,900) 


Disease 

Primary  Immunisations 

Reinforcing  Doses 

Under  4 

4-15 

Total 

Under  4 

4-15 

Total 

Diphtheria 

397 

4 

401 

3 

307 

310 

Whooping  Cough 

397 

4 

401 

1 

- 

1 

Tetanus 

397 

4 

401 

3 

307 

310 

Polio 

388 

7 

395 

3 

298 

301 

Measles 

265 

38 

303 

- 

- 

- 

Rubella 

— 

279 

279 

— 

— 

There  were  254  live  births  in  the  area  during  1972  and  the  number  of 

primary  immunisations  of  infants  under  4 years  of  age  compared  to  the 

* 

number  of  births  is  high* 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

1212 

NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT 


Drainage  89 
W.C.'s  2 
Septic  Tanks  17 
Dangerous  and  Dilapidated  Buildings  6 
Trade  Refuse  63 
Dustbins  1 
Offensive  accumulations  2 
Public  Conveniences  175 
Water  supply  and  water  samples  26 
Camping  Sites  130 


HOUSING  ACTS 

Repairs  and  survey 

637 

Demolition  and  Closing  Sec.  16 

4 

Improvement  Grants 

240 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 


Butchers'  shops  - meat  inspections  26 

Food  Premises  - inspections  130 

- condemned  food  19 

Ice-cream  retailers  12 

Ice-cream  manufacturers  16 

Fish  Merchants  10 

Dairies,  Milk  Dealers  etc.  10 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

12 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

3 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT 

Inspection  of  dwell inghouses 

236 

Business  premises 

72 

Local  Authority  premises 

9 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Refuse  Tips 

3 

Sewa ge  Works 

136 

Sea  Outfalls 

60 

WATER  SUPPLIES 
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The  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  continues  to  maintain  all 
the  public  supplies  to  the  area,  satisfactorily  in  relation  to  both 
quality  and  quantity. 

The  further  extension  of  mains  water  to  the  northern  part  of  the 
district  commenced  during  the  year  and  ought  to  be  completed  by  mid-1973« 
This  extension  will  give  an  excellent  supply  to  the  scattered  population 
presently  relying  on  springs  etc.,  of  doubtful  quality  and  erratic  quantity. 

A statement  of  samples  taken  and  results  obtained  from  public  water 
supplies  is  tabulated  below s- 


Source 

Total 

samples 

taken 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

No.  of 
unsatis- 
factory 
samples 
with 
faecal 
coli 

Paddy's 

12 

12 

- 

- 

Bamburgh 

12 

12 

- 

- 

Coquet  Water  Board 

43 

42 

1 

- 

Number  of  samples  of  private  water  supplies  - 10 

SEWERAGE 

As  reported  in  the  last  annual  report  the  Seahouses  scheme  has 
progressed  a little  further.  During  the  year  the  County  Council  gave 
their  views  on  the  proposed  scheme  and  indicated  that  they  considered 
the  outfall  to  be  too  short.  The  Department  of  the  Environment  held 
a technical  meeting  resulting  in  some  amendments  to  the  proposals  which 
have  now  received  approval  in  principle. 

The  Station  Road  scheme  also  ran  into  delays  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  Consultants  reported  on  the  scheme  and  necessary  alterations  and 
improvements  to  the  works.  The  Council  approved  the  scheme  and  detailed 


work  is  now  to  be  done 
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The  remaining  works  at  Beadnell  and  Bamburgh  have  functioned  well. 
Samples  of  sea  water  taken  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bam burgh  outfall 
indicate  a good  effluent  quickly  neutralised. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

This  service  has  been  under  considerable  pressure  during  the  summer. 
The  explosion  in  the  volume  of  refuse  has  continued  and  shows  no  sign  of 
declining.  The  Revopak  wagon  has  again  proved  its  worth  but  the  Karrier 
is  not  likely  to  pass  the  test  for  Plating  and  Testing  Regulations.  In 
the  circumstances  the  Council  have  agreed  to  its  replacement  by  a new 
Shelvoke  & Drewry  Pakamatic  ZfO/ 50 , On  demonstration  this  vehicle 

appeared  to  do  all  that  would  be  required  of  it  and  with  the  least 
maintenance  costs. 

Litter  problems  were  the  most  difficult  to  overcome  during  the  year. 
The  continuing  apathy  of  the  litter  louts  mars  the  beauty  of  both  the 
countryside  and  villages  and  one  can  only  hope  that  during  the  coming 
year  successful  prosecutions  for  contravening  this  law  may  be  brought. 

The  operation  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  has  resulted  in  the  Council 
arranging  for  the  disposal  of  A unwanted  cars.  I am  happy  to  report 
that  most  owners  dispose  of  vehicles  in  consultation  with  the  Council. 

There  are  no  refuse  tips  used  by  the  Council  in  the  district. 

All  refuse  is  tipped  at  Embleton  in  consultation  with  the  Alnwick  District 
Councils. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  toilets  on  the  site  of  the  sewage  treatment  works  at  Bamburgh 
were  open  to  the  public  for  the  first  time  during  the  year.  Do  damage 

has  resulted.  At  Broad  Road  and  Seahouses  however  considerable  damage 
has  taken  place  and  in  the  former  all  the  windows  have  been  broken.  At 
the  latter  a vandal  caused  considerable  flooding  resulting  in  numerous 
complaints.  Unfortunately  it  has  not  proved  possible  to  catch  the 


offenders 
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However  the  vandals  who  foul  the  walls,  doors  and  floors  of 
conveniences  cause  much  more  trouble  and  during  the  summer  the  cleaners 
have  reported  on  numerous  occasions  the  foul,  insanitary  and  thoroughly 
deplorable  conditions.  I can  only  apologise  to  those  users  who  found 
such  conditions  and  promise  the  vandals  that  they  will  be  prosecuted  if 
found. 

CAMPING  AND  CARAVANS 

During  the  year  all  sites  received  regular  inspections  and  have  for 
the  most  part  been  well-maintained.  Most  sites  now  comply  with  site 
licence  conditions,  those  which  do  fall  short  may  soon  find  that  the 
Council  will  take  much  firmer  action.  Enforcement  action  under  the 
Planning  Acts  has  been  taken  against  one  operator  which  has  proved 
successful.  The  number  of  licensed  sites  remains  at  16  but  the  total 
number  of  pitches  is  now  1,369*  I am  pleased  to  report  that  a private 
operator  is  to  open  a touring  caravan  site  for  105  caravans  during  1973* 
This  will  go  some  way  to  alleviating  the  problem  but  I remain  of  the 
opinion  that  further  sites  must  be  made  available. 

So  far  as  camping  is  concerned  the  improvements  to  the  Council's 
site  at  Beadnell  were  completed  on  time  and  I would  take  this  opportunity 
of  congratulating  the  Contractors  on  their  splendid  efforts.  The  costs 
of  the  improvements  totalled  £12,600  (approx.)  and  have  been  generally 
welcomed  by  the  campers.  During  the  year  there  has  been  a substantial 
rise  in  income  and  a larger  number  of  campers  than  ever  before.  If 
this  trend  continues  there  will  be  a shortage  of  camping  space  and 
further  land  must  be  acquired  for  this  purpose.  The  private  camping 
site  has  been  well— maintained  and  I am  happy  to  report  that  no  complaints 
have  been  received  in  this  regard. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1970 

During  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  have  been  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  disposed  of  by  the  Council. 


Commodity 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

Weight 

Canned  Meat 

Tainted 

33  lbs. 

Other  Canned  Food 

Damaged,  holed  and  blown 

180  lbs. 

Frozen  foods 

Defrosted 

104  lbs. 

Other  foods 

Damaged  and  contaminated 

47  lbs. 

Cooked  meats 

Rancidity 

15  lbs. 

Carcase  meat 

Cirrhosis 

4 lbs. 

Wet  Fish 

Decomposition 

8 lbs. 

There  has  been  only  one  complaint  regarding  the  sale  of  unsound  food 
related  to  the  sale  of  a mouldy  pie.  It  was  not  possible  to  determine 
the  date  of  delivery  to  the  shop  and  in  all  the  circumstances  no  formal 
action  was  taken.  Inspections  of  date-stamped  foods  revealed  no 
surprises ? all  displayed  foods  being  found  to  be  well  within  their 
shelf-life. 

Sampling  of  milk  for  Brucella  Abortus  has  continued  and  a total  of 
8 samples  were  obtained.  None  of  the  samples  failed  the  test. 

Ice  cream  manufacture red  within  the  district  has  been  regularly 
sampled  for  bacteriological  examination  and  a tabulation  of  the  results 
obtained  is  given  below. 


Grade 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

- 

2 

- 

N.B.  Grade  1 is  the  highest 
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Owing  to  pressure  of  other  work  it  has  not  proved  possible  to  take  as 
many  samples  as  I would  have  wished. 

Some  bacteriological  ex^njoation  of  tiaoon  cli  ners  was  undertaken  but 
no  definite  results  were  obtained. 

Pood  premises  have  been  regularly  inspected  but  not  as  often  as  last 
year.  Most  premises  achieve  good  standards  of  hygiene  and  again  it  has 
not  been  found  necessary  to  take  recourse  to  formal  action. 

A statement  of  the  number  and  type  of  premises  in  the  district  is 
shown  below. 

Type  of  Premises  Humber  of  Premises 


Butchers  5 

General  Dealers  IS 


Bakers  2 

Catering  Establishments  including  hotels 

and  public  houses  36 

Greengrocers  4 


Pish  Shops 


Total 


68 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AKD  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Again  all  registered  premises  received  a general  inspection  during 
the  year.  Such  infringements  as  ?;ere  found  were  dealt  with  on  an  informal 
basis  and  no  further  action  was  necessary. 

There  follows  a statement  as  to  the  number  of  premises  to  which  the 
Act  applies  and  the  number  of  visits,  etc. 
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Class  of 

Premises 

; No.  Reg- 
istered 
during 
year 

Total 

Registered 
at  year  end 

No.  of  Premises 
receiving  general 
inspection  during  year 

Offices 

4 

4 

Retail  Shops 

— 

28 

28 

Wholesale  Shops 

- 

1 

1 

Catering  Establishments 

- 

23 

23 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

- 

- 

Total  number  of  visits  134 

Total  of  Persons  employed  in  premises  to  which  the  Act 

applies  346  (seasonal 

Total  of  Males  94 

Total  of  Females  252 

Humber  of  premises  for  which  exemption  was  in  force 

during  the  year  1 

There  were  no  prosecutions  for  offences  under  the  Act 

No  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year 


Poultry  Inspection  - There  are  no  processing  establishments  within 


the  district. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


Parishes 

Adder- 

stone 

with 

Luclcer 

| Bamb- 

urgh 

Bead- 

nell 

Belf- 

ord 

Easin- 

gton 

Ellin- 

gham 

Middl- 

eton 

North 

Sund- 

erld 

Tot- 

als 

Pop.  1961 

303 

558 

586 

1070 

199 

430 

233 

1625 

5004 

Ro . Inhab- 
ited 
houses 
(According 
to  Census) 

129 

(103) 

265 

(216) 

417 

(242) 

421 

(360) 

79 

(71) 

149 

(122) 

; 

87 

(83) 

796 

(607) 

2343 

(1804) 

P’s 

1 — 1 
p. 
P 

P> 

ra 

0 

•H 

1 — 1 

P 

P 

Ro.  houses 
with  piped 
supply  in 
houses 

95 

230 

393 

382 

64  & 

1 Brdg 
School 

786 

1951 

No.  houses 
with  stand- 
pipe supply 

4 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

2 

9 

private  supplies 

Ilo.  houses 
with  piped 
supply  in 
houses 

30 

33 

24 

39 

78 

83 

87 

8 

384 

No.  houses 
with  stand- 
pipes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i'To.  houses 
with  W.C. 

120 

261 

417 

421 

72 

145 

86 

792 

2314 

Ro.  houses 
with  hath 

122 

262 

413 

408 

72 

134 

86 

781 

2268 

22 


HOUSING 


GENERAL 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  District  2,343 
New  houses  Local  Authority  - 
New  houses  other  Housing  Authority  - 
New  houses  Private  Persons  27 
Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  388 


CLOSING 

AND  DEMOLITION 

1. 

Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas 

2. 

Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas 

- 

3. 

Houses  closed  not  demolished  (Section  16) 

- 

4. 

Houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 

- 

REPAIRS 

- Houses  made  Fit 

(a) 

By  informal  action 

20 

(6) 

By  owners  as  a result  of  statutory  notice 

- 

(c) 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

- 

(a) 

Demolition  Order  revoked  after  reconstruction 

- 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

HOUSING  ACT  1949  - HOUSE  PURCHASE  & HOUSING  ACT,  1959  AND  HOUSING  ACT,  1971 


1 . Discretionary  Grants 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority 

during  year 

(b)  Applications  rejected 

(c)  Applications  approved 

(d)  Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house 

(e)  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  since 

inception  of  scheme 


82 

2 

80 

£965 

390 


2.  Standard  Grants 

(1)  Number  of  separate  houses  for  which 

grants  were  paid  during  year 

(2)  Number  of  houses  so  provided  with 

(a)  Bath  or  shower 

(b)  Wash  hand  basin 

(c)  Hot  water  supply 

(d)  Water  Closet 

(e)  Sink 

(3)  Houses  not  included  in  above  approved 

for  grant  under  the  Hill  Farming 
and  Livestock  Rearing  Act  1946-54 


During  Total  to 
year  date 

48 

39 

44 

39 

38 


POSITION  WITH  REGARD  TO  UNFIT  HOUSES 


A survey  of  the  district  has  continued  and  1,300  houses  have  now  been 
considered.  Progress  has  been  slower  this  year  due  to  pressure  of  improvement 
grant  work.  The  results  of  the  survey  continue  to  show  a high  standard  of 
housing.  The  higher  number  of  improvement  grants  reflects  the  added 
incentives  given  by  the  government  in  respect  of  75 1°  grants.  During  the  year 
there  was  an  increase  of  265 J>  in  the  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


During  the  year  there  has  been  no  significant  rise  in  the  number  of 
treatments  or  complaints.  The  service  has  operated  very  satisfactorily 
and  most  complaints  continue  to  be  dealt  with  within  2 4 hours. 

Below  is  a statement  of  the  number  and  type  of  properties  treated 
during  the  year. 


Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 

1.  Humber  of  properties  in  district 

2,741 

104 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following 
notification 

317 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

123 

- 

(ii)  Mice 

17 

- 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

87 

(b)  Number  infected  by  (i)  Rats 

- 

(ii)  Mice 

- 

- 

SETTERS 

The  sewers  were  again  test-baited  for  rat  infestation  and  again 
I am  happy  to  report  that  no  takes  were  observed. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  to  1961 

Part  1 of  the  Act 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Frit ten 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1?253j4  & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

4 

12 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  1 
in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

22 

2 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (exluding 
out-workers'  premises) 

2 

1 

- 

Totals 

28 

15 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
were  found 

defects 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

*■  in  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

(S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.l) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

. 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

